RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
it as quickly as possible, for if by any accident it had come into possession of anyone connected with the Press the fat would have been in the fire with a vengeance. Some of his reminiscences were published afterwards in The Times, but these must have been rewritten or very severely edited, for they were " but as water unto wine" compared with the draft I saw. I may say that the account he gave of his reasons for leaving the Admiralty was practically the same as that also published later in The Times by Mr Churchill, the other party concerned in the affair. He told me also of an incident which had occurred when he was made First Sea Lord. He said Mr Asquith, when making up his Cabinet, sent for him and said, " ' Sir John, your name has been mentioned to me for the Admiralty and nothing personally would give me greater pleasure, but I am in this difficulty : I am hoping to get Mr McKenna as my Chancellor of the Exchequer, and I am told that you and he are not on speaking terms'. I said, ' Mr Asquith, I don't know why anyone should have told you that; it is quite untrue. I never refuse to be on speaking terms with anybody; you lose so many opportunities of saying disagreeable things.' " I had occasionally to go with Lord Fisher to the Treasury to apply to the Chancellor for financial assistance for the B.I.R., and the relations between them were most cordial, nay, even jovial.
Lord Fisher had had some training in science, for when a young man he had been an instructor in the Navy and given lectures on elementary physics : he told me that he always tried to make them as lively and amusing as possible. If his lectures were like his talk they certainly would be amusing, for he could introduce an unexpected word with great effect: e.g. he had received a great number of orders and decorations from foreign 220